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Indemnity, Prohibited
Items & Reserve Rules

We care about your safety and that of our animals. That’s why 
we need to have rules in place. Please stick to them so we can 

ensure your time with us is as enjoyable as possible.

OFFENDERS MAY BE REMOVED FROM THE PREMISES AND/OR BE PROSECUTED.
PLEASE NOTE THAT RESERVE VEHICLES ALWAYS HAVE THE RIGHT OF WAY.

NO
ANIMALS

NO
GUNS

NO
MOTORBIKES

NO
DRONES

NO
BICYCLES

NO
MUSIC

INDEMNITY

If you are in receipt of this booklet, it is deemed that the Term, Conditions, Rules 
and Procedures of the reserve have been read, understood and accepted. 

For more infomation, visit rhinolion.co.za

In the interest of safety and security, routine checks of vehicles may be performed 
at random. 

Each person enters the Rhino and Lion Nature Reserve, its accommodation & the 
Bothongo WonderCave at his/her own risk.

Right of admission is reserved.

PROHIBITED ITEMS

CAUTIONCAUTION

Please stay in your vehicle unless you are in one of the safe visitor zones indicated 
on your map.

Keep windows closed when driving through the Predator Camp.

Stick to the 35km/h speed limit

Please do not tease, disturb or feed the animals.

Please keep in mind that the animals, birds and reptiles on the reserve are wild 
and may pose a danger to your safety and/or react unpredictably.

Please be aware when walking and keep an eye out for snakes.
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Welcome to the Rhino and Lion Nature Reserve. You are now entering the heart 
of the origin of mankind. Situated in the world-renowned Cradle of Humankind 
World Heritage Site, the Rhino & Lion Nature Reserve is a privately-owned game 
reserve spanning some 1600 hectares. The Reserve was opened to the public in 
1990 and since then it has flourished and grown into the beautiful landmark 
that it is today. The Rhino & Lion Nature Reserve is now under the dynamic and 
innovative ownership of the Bothongo Group.

A TREASURE TROVE OF HISTORY

The beautiful Magaliesberg mountains to the far north are the result of a massive 
geological phenomenon that occurred over 2-billion years ago. An enormous 
meteorite hit the earth’s surface which formed the Vrede Dome situated near Parys. 
The impact caused a ripple effect resulting in the formation of the gold reef in the 
region. After the discovery of this gold, the caves were also mined for limestone by 
Italian immigrant miners. That was when the spectacular Bothongo WonderCave 
was discovered. 

The Magaliesberg mountain range rises up to 330m above the surrounding plains, 
and forms a natural divide between the Highveld and the bushveld. For this reason, 
it is easy to think you are miles away from the hustle and bustle of city life despite the 
reserve being a short 45-minute drive away from Johannesburg.

A WORLD HERITAGE SITE

The reserve is situated within the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site, one of 
8 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in South Africa. The Cradle is home to around 40% 
of the world’s known human-ancestor fossils and is made up of a plethora of 
fossil-bearing caves. 

The Rhino & Lion Nature Reserve started out with only two white rhinos and a 
handful of assorted antelope. In the 29 years since its inception, the reserve has 
grown and now boasts over 650 head of game.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

The employees at the Rhino & Lion Nature Reserve pride themselves on being 
friendly, polite, helpful and - above all - passionate about the animals they work so 
hard to protect and care for. 

We are delighted that you have decided to make the journey into our fantastic world 
and we hope you will enjoy your visit!

A PASSION FOR NATURE



3Please note that all times are subject to change. 

Opening & Closing Times

08h00 - 16h45

17h00
18h00

08h30 - 16h00

16h30

09h00 - 16h00

Children’s Play Park & Restaurant

Wildlife Centre

09h00 - 16h00

08h00 - 16h00
Thatch Café

Visiting Times

Main Exit Gate locks at

Visiting Times

Exit Gates locks at

MAIN GATE & HIPPO WALKWAY
(Hippo Walkway & Waterfowl Enclosures)

Neck & Deck and Thatch Café visitors may buy Hippo Walkway tickets at a reduced rate.

RESTAURANTS & OTHER FACILITIES (ALL CASHLESS)

Cradle Bike Park

Bothongo WonderCave 
& Restaurant

08h00 - 16h00
08h00 - 17h00

08h00 - 17h00

16h00Thatch Café Kitchen Closes

LION & PREDATOR CAMP

08h00 - 17h00Croc Pub, Kiosk & Boma Restaurant

Pop-up Neck & Deck Café 07h00 - 11h00

(Every Day)

(Every Day)

(Weekends & Public Holidays)

(Every Day)

(Weekends & Public Holidays)
(Weekdays)

(Every Day)

16h00Boma Restaurant Kitchen Closes (Every Day)

(Weekdays)
(Weekends & Public Holidays)

09h00 - 16h00
09h00 - 17h00

(Weekdays)
(Weekends & Public Holidays)

(Every Day)

(Every Day)

08h00 - 17h45
(Weekdays)
(Weekends & Public Holidays)

(Weekdays)
(Weekends & Public Holidays)
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DO keep your ticket handy. You may be asked to produce your ticket 
at any time. Ensure you keep it with you. 

DO take note of opening and closing hours. As much as we enjoy 
having you here, we have a strict policy regarding gate closure times. 
Please ensure you exit the reserve timeously to ensure you reach the gates 
before these times.

DO keep your litter in your car until you find a dustbin. Not only 
does litter ruin the beauty of our grasslands, it also poses a choking and 
poison hazard to our animals. Keep your litter in the car and dispose of it 
when you find an appropriate place.

DO give the animals space. As beautiful as our animals are, they are 
still wild and should be treated with care and respect. Stick to the roads, 
keep a safe distance, remain as quiet as possible, and enjoy the animals 
in their natural environment.

DO drive slowly and cautiously (less than 35km/h). It’s not only 
your safety we are worried about, but also that of the wildlife you are 
observing. Animals on the reserve are unpredictable and might run in 
front of your vehicle. Take it slow, be patient and just enjoy the view! 
Remember that reserve vehicles and animals always have right of way.

DO stay in your vehicle at all times & keep your windows closed. 
Stay in your vehicle unless you are in one of the demarcated areas 
indicated on your map (see page 20). Although the lions may appear 
relaxed and the wild dogs seem friendly, they are all wild and can respond 
unpredictably or react in a potentially life-threatening way. Please admire 
their beauty from the confines of your vehicle.

Open & Closing TimesReserve Rules

Do’s

35
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DON’T leave the road. The roads on the reserve are gravel and dirt 
roads. Due to constant usage and adverse weather conditions, they may 
deteriorate quite rapidly. The roads are repaired annually and the 
reserve does its best to ensure that they are accessible. Our World 
Heritage Site status prohibits the development of any additional roads. 
Please stick to the existing paths and adhere to the speed limit to help us 
preserve our roads. 

Entrance to the Rhino & Lion Nature Reserve is at the visitor’s own risk. 
The owner, management and employees will not be held responsible 
for any damage, injury or loss of any nature sustained by any person 
and/or property. Right of admission is reserved. 

DON’T play music or cause a disturbance. Not only should you be 
quiet for the sake of minimising noise pollution, but also out of respect 
for fellow visitors. Our animals are more comfortable and familiar with 
the soothing sounds of nature, so save that jazz for the city. 

DON’T stay overnight if you have not made a booking. 
Accommodation on the reserve is for paying guests only.

DON’T bring in restricted items. Animals, weapons, traps, poisons 
and drones are all among the list of items not permitted in the reserve. 
(See page 1) for a more comprehensive list of prohibited items.

DON’T throw cigarette butts on the ground. Smoking is restricted 
to designated areas only and is not allowed in the veld. Dry bushveld 
ignites very easily and veld fires have the power to destroy entire 
landscapes and wipe out defenceless animals. Please find a suitable 
designated area before lighting up.

Open & Closing TimesReserve Rules

Don’ts
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Near the Neck & Deck Café, you’ll find the Waterfowl Park on the banks 
of a fresh water stream. You can take a relaxing stroll through the 
enclosure or catch your breath on a bench overlooking the fresh water 
dam. Whether you’re looking for ugly ducklings or stunning swans – this 
is the activity for you. 

Our happy hippos can be found in an enclosure close to the main gate 
and are accessible during normal reserve hours. Visitors can park at the 
free parking near the Neck & Deck Café and proceed to the enclosure 
on foot. The wooden platforms that surround the pools provide the 
perfect viewpoint to watch one of Africa’s most dangerous mammals 
take a dip. Tickets can also be obtained at the Thatch Café. 

Our professional handlers conduct shows daily, and anything from a Puff 
Adder to a Brown House Snake can make an appearance. The talks are 
fascinating and highly educational and include valuable information 
such as how to treat snake bites and other reptile-related injuries. Shows 
are held at the Day Visitor Centre @ 14:30 every day except on Mondays 
and Fridays. This one is not for the faint-hearted!

Our centre is home to a collection of animals. You can visit the wildlife 
centre at the Day Visitor Centre between 09:00 and 16:00 each day.

Wildlife Centre

Experience the adrenaline of watching these predators devour their lunch. 
Feedings take place at the Predator Camp @ 13:00 on Wednesdays, 
Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays. Get there early to ensure you get 
a good view! See more about our Predator Camp (on page 10)

Lion, Cheetah and African Wild Dog Feeding

Live Reptile Show

Activities
(included upon admission)

Next door to our wildlife centre is the Cheetah Talk which takes place at 
15:00 every day except Monday & Friday. But that’s only if our lithe and 
graceful friends are feeling up to it. Sometimes our cheetahs are feeling 
a bit lazy, are tired from a long day of basking in the sun, or are just not 
in the mood for humans. This means we can’t guarantee these shows will 
always take place as planned. Not available on Mondays and Fridays.

Cheetah Talk

Hippo Pools

Waterfowl Park

7



Activities
(included upon admission)

It’s not a truly awesome South African afternoon without a lekker braai 
by the pool. Bring your meat, charcoal and other refreshments and 
enjoy the afternoon sun while taking in the exquisite views.

The swimming pool, which can be found at the Day Visitor Centre, is the 
perfect way to cool off after a long day in the hot African sun. Set up a 
braai or picnic, have a dip in the cool water or buy a delicious 
ice-cream from the Kiosk.

If you prefer to do things at your own pace, then the Self Drive is for 
you. A pack of African Wild Dogs, a pride of lion, a dazzle of zebra - 
you never know what you might come across when you explore the vast 
expanse of land that makes up the reserve. Just make sure you adhere 
to the basic rules – stay in your vehicles at all times and stick to the 
established roads.

Located near the Visitor Centre, the garden is devoted to South African 
fauna and flora. Cycads, aloes and other indigenous plant life can be 
found among unique dolomite rock formations. Plant lovers, bird 
watchers and geology fundis – this is a rare beauty and is not to be 
missed!

African Garden

4x4 Routes and Self Drives

The Children’s Play Park boasts a full range of fun-filled activities for the 
kids. These include: obstacle courses, trampolines, swings, sand pits, 
jumping castles and jungle gyms. There’s also a venue that can be 
hired out for parties. You’ll have a hard time getting the kids away from 
this one! (See page 19 for more).

Children’s Play Park

Swimming Pool

Braai & Picnic Area

8



Additional Activities
(not included in ticket price)

Our Game Drives are provided by experienced professionals who 
have spent years studying and observing animal behaviour. Our 
guides and drivers are happy to answer any questions that you may 
have about animals plant life. There’s nothing quite like the thrill of 
getting up close and personal with our incredible animals. Booking is 
essential for these activities.

Our Guided Game Drives and Walks are provided by experienced 
professionals who have spent years studying and observing animal 
behaviour. Our guides and drivers are multi-lingual and are happy to 
answer any questions that you may have about animals, birds, or plant 
life. There’s nothing quite like the thrill of getting up close and personal 
with our incredible animals. Booking is essential for these activities.

Guided Game Drives

Cradle Bike Park

Bothongo WonderCave

Giraffe Feeding

Restaurants

Managed by an Top Elite Rider, the Bike Park hosts various provincial 
and national racing events. It offers a variety of circuit tracks for all skill 
levels. If you’re looking for an adrenaline rush and some wind in your 
hair, this is the activity for you. Don’t forget your protective gear!

The famous Bothongo WonderCave was discovered by miners when 
they first began mining in the area during the gold rush. The cave is a 
treasure trove of limestone formations and truly is a sight to behold. 
Visitors to the cave are guided through exquisite stalactites and 
stalagmites by a knowledgeable guide. This is a must for all visitors to 
the reserve. You can read more about the cave (on page 11).

Whatever your taste, the reserve has a restaurant for you. Find out 
more about our restaurants later in the guide. For safety and 
convenience, the reserve is a CASHLESS FACILITY.

You can connect with our jolly giraffe at the Thatch Café who is always 
keen for a snack. Pellets can be purchased from the Thatch Café.

9



Our Predator Camp is a specially erected enclosure housing a pride of tawny lions. Our lions are 
fed regularly and do not hunt. Watching these magnificent beasts devour the meat we provide is 
a truly memorable experience. Alongside our lion enclosure, you’ll find two smaller camps – one 
housing cheetahs and the other housing a pack of African Wild Dogs. Both cheetahs and African 
Wild Dogs are highly endangered and the animals in these camps were all born in captivity.

A pride of rare white lions can be found next to the African Wild Dog camp.

Guidelines to follow when entering the Predator Camp:

White lions are not albinos – instead, they have leucism, a rare recessive genetic mutation 
that results in a lighter coloured coat. This can vary from near-white to blonde. They were first 
recorded in the Timbavati region near the Kruger National Park in South Africa in 1938. But 
it was only in the 1970s that they came to the attention of the world with the publication of 
Chris McBride’s book The White Lions of Timbavati.

Research has shown that white lions are just as effective hunters as their tawny counterparts. 
White lions are not a separate species, but they are unique to South Africa - another reminder 
of how precious our wild heritage is, and the importance of educating you, our visitors, on 
the need for conservation in the context of sustainable human activity. 

What is a WHITE LION?

Predator Camp
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RESERVE VEHICLES HAVE RIGHT OF WAY
Under no circumstances may visitors travel on open vehicles or anything similar.
Visitors may not alight from their vehicles or leave the doors open.
Windows are not to be opened more than 33%.
DO NOT LINGER WITHIN 25 METERS OF THE LIONS AND OTHER PREDATORS.
Keep your vehicle idling at all times and ensure that you can accelerate immediately and quickly
should the lions or other predators approach your vehicle.
ENSURE THAT YOU ARE NOT PARKED IN AND THAT YOU CAN GET AWAY SPEEDILY.
Please remove any fabric or other items from the outside of your vehicle before entering the lion
gate (e.g spare wheel covers) to avoid possible damage.
Under NO CIRCURMSTANCES must lions or other predators be enticed or teased in any way.
Please do not feed the lions or other predators.
DO NOT LEAVE THE MAIN ROADS. Smaller roads are not official roads authorized by
Management. These roads were made by tourists who OFTEN DAMAGE THEIR VEHICLES
on the rocky surface. (Main roads are wide and fully graded roads with no grass cover.)



Imagine their astonishment when a crew of Italian miners stumbled across this gem in 1898 
while mining for limestone. The hopeful miners were attracted to the area after a gold reef was 
discovered. Mining was halted during the Anglo Boer War, and never resumed.

More than 90 years since it was abandoned, the cave was opened to the public, and it remains 
one of the most popular attractions in Gauteng. It is only rivalled in size by the famous Cango 
Caves in the Western Cape and the Sudwala Caves in Mpumalanga. 

After venturing down the stairs into this impressive sanctuary of human history, an elevator will 
take you a further 18m below the earth. A knowledgeable guide will take you through the 
beautiful formations and give you a more detailed history of the cave. 

We are honoured to be able to share this incredible journey into the past with you and look 
forward to your visit!

Walking into the Bothongo WonderCave is like taking a 2 billion year journey back in time. A 
visit to this spectacular chamber of stalactites and stalagmites is something everyone should 
have on their bucket list. 

87 steep steps take you down into this wonderland of calcite formations. One cannot help but 
take a moment to consider our incredibly rich past when surrounded by the marvel that is the 
Bothongo WonderCave. 

The size of the cave is staggering and the awe one feels upon entering it is indescribable. The 
only sound that can be heard is the slow drip of water and the occasional echoes as the 
resident colony of bats takes flight. 

Despite being a short drive from bustling Johannesburg, being 60 metres underground in the 
cave is like being in a different world and there is no need for crawling! 

The formations create fanciful silhouettes of chandeliers, mushrooms, popcorn, and even the 
Madonna. 

Bothongo WonderCave

The cave tours happen hourly between 09:00 to 16:00 
& 09:00 to 17:00 Weekends & Public Holidays

11



Let’s Plan Your Day

Breakfast

Time Activity

09h00 - 10h00

11h00 - 13h00 Tour of Bothongo WonderCave

10h00 - 11h00

Giraffe Feeding and RefreshmentsAll Day

Braai / Picnic / Lunch at the Boma14h00 - 15h00

Lion, Cheetah & Wild Dog Feeding
(Wednesdays, Weekends and Public Holidays)13h00 - 14h00

Hippo Pools and Waterfowl Park16h00 - 17h00

Wildlife Centre15h00 - 16h00

12

Self-drive Through The Reserve
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Plan Your Day

Time Activity



Accommodation
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Overlooking the Predator Camp, you’ll find 
five fully-equipped log cabins. Each cabin 
has two bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms 
and a comfortable sleeper couch in the 
lounge area. 

These self-catering units also boast a large 
lounge and dining room areas, as well as 
spacious braai facilities. The hot tub on the 
veranda is the perfect spot to enjoy a glass of 
wine as the sun sets. Its proximity to the 
Predator Camp means you can hear the 
majestic roars of the lions at night piercing 
through the quiet of the dense bush. The 
surrounding mountains will make you feel 
like you are hours away from civilisation – a 
true break from the fast-paced city. 

Electric appliances
Satellite TV
6-seater hot tub
Serviced daily

Other features:

These self-catering units are hidden gems 
nestled in the middle of the Reserve. The rest 
camp in which they are found consists of 
three fully-equipped chalets that sleep up to 
four adults. Provision can be made for a 
maximum of two extra mattresses to be 
provided for kids only at an additional cost.

The chalets have a spacious open-plan 
layout and each bedroom has its own 
en-suite bathroom. Only gas appliances and 
solar lighting are used, an eco-friendlier 
alternative to their electric counterparts. 
These cosy units are perfect for a quick 
getaway from city life.

Veranda and braai facility
Swimming pool
Jungle gym
Communal lapa
Serviced daily

Other features:

Chalets

Log Cabins

15
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Restaurants
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Neck & Deck Café
(Under renovations)*

The Thatch Café

The Boma Restaurant

Situated close to the main gate, the Neck & Deck 
Café offers an array of mouth-watering meals.

Reduced a-la-carte menu
Free parking
Wheelchair accessible

The Thatch Café can be found right next to The 
Cradle Bike Park. It’s the perfect place to stop for a 
refreshing drink and tasty snack before heading 
back out to the tracks.

If real, wholesome South African food is what 
you’re after, then the Boma is the place for you. 
Our Sunday roast is a must!

Restaurants

Please note that the images in this menu are for promotional purposes only
and do not depict the actual food items served at this establishment.

Kitchen Times: Weekdays 08H30 to 16H00 - Weekends & Public Holidays 08H30 - 16H30
All meals are prepared fresh and may take up to a maximum of 40 minutes

Thank you for your patronage. Email: info@rhinolion.co.za

THE THATCH
C A F E

HOURS:
08:00 – 16:00 (Monday to Friday)
08:00 – 17:00 (Weekends & Public Holidays)

HOURS:

08:00 – 17:00 (Monday to Sunday)

Light Meals
Breakfast
Sunday Lunch
A-la-carte menu

Please note that the images in this menu are for promotional purposes only
and do not depict the actual food items served at this establishment.

Kitchen Times: Weekdays 08H30 to 16H00 - Weekends & Public Holidays 08H30 - 16H30
All meals are prepared fresh and may take up to a maximum of 40 minutes

Thank you for your patronage. Email: info@rhinolion.co.za

NECK DECK&
C A F É

BOMA
R E S T A U R A N T

THE THATCH
C A F E

18

*Pop-up Neck & Deck Station
Hours: 07:00 - 11:00



Restaurants

Children’s Play Park Restaurant

Bothongo WonderCave Restaurant

Venue Hire & Catering

Aside from providing a fantastic party venue, the 
restaurant at the Children’s Play Park offers a place 
to relax and refuel while keeping an eye on the 
little ones. 

HOURS:

09:00 – 16:00 (Weekends Only)

Grab a quick snack or refreshment before or after 
discovering the enchanting magic of the Bothongo 
WonderCave. 

This pit stop offers a small a-la-carte menu and 
overlooks breathtaking views of the Cradle.

Many of our restaurant venues are available for 
parties and other functions. The Rhino and Lion 
Nature Reserve provides a unique and serene 
backdrop for any event.

HOURS:
09:00 – 16:00 (Monday to Friday)
09:00 – 17:00 (Weekends & Public Holidays)

Contact our booking office for rates and 
availability on 011 957 0106/0109/0349

Conference venue is available that can 
accommodate up to 30 delegates. Conference 
room is equipped with data projector and 
sound facilities.

Our iconic Boma Restaurant can accommodate 
up to 250 guests. 

19
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Hippo Pools
Hippo Walkway
Waterfowl Park
Neck & Deck
Main Gate
Cradle Bike Park
The Thatch Café
4X4 Picnic/Braai Area
Day Visitor’s Centre/Kiosk
Children’s Play Park
Chalets
Predator Gate
Log Cabins
Protea 4X4 Adventures
Bothongo WonderCave

Points of Interest Key
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Day Visitor’s Centre Facilities
Booking Office | Braai Area | Swimming Pool | Picnic Area | Kiosk | Croc Pub
Office | Toilets | Children’s Playground | Wildlife Centre | Snake & Reptile Park
Dam Lapa | Boma Restaurant
 

9

Visitors to the Hippo Walkway, please
park at the free parking at the Neck &
Deck Café and proceed across the
tarred road by foot. 

Hippo Pools1 2 Hippo Walkway Information & Bookings

+27 (0) 11 957 0109/0106/0349

www.rhinolion.co.za

t

w
f https://web.facebook.com/rhinoandlion/

e bookings@rhinolion.co.za
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A Road Markers

Reserve Road

4X4 Only Road

Predator Camp Road

Road to Wondercave

R540 Tar Road

Other/Dirt Road

One-way Road

Gate

Parking

Picnic Spot

4X4 Area

Restaurant

Toilets

Wheelchair Access

P

Map Information Key

The Bothongo WonderCave isn’t part of the reserve. Please inform the Main Gate if you only 
intend to visit the cave. Follow road markers: A B C D O

Bothongo WonderCave15
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Animals
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These are just some of the 
animals that can be found at the 
Rhino and Lion Nature Reserve. 

Keep an eye out for these icons which indicate 
how endangered each species is.

Animals

Use the check boxes next to the animal pictures to keep a record of 
your sightings!

Can you spot it?

Least Concern

Near Threatened

Vulnerable

Endangered

Critically Endangered

Extinct in the Wild

23
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Interesting fact: The Cape buffalo is well known for its 
exceptional memory. They are able to recognise people 
(e.g. hunters) who have hurt them in the past and may 
attack those people when they next encounter them.

Interesting fact: The word “white” in the name white 
rhino originates from the Dutch term 'wyd', which refers to 
the rhino’s distinctly wide mouth. English speakers heard 
this as “white” and it has since been called the white 
rhino. 

Interesting fact: We think of leopards  as African or 
Indian, but they used to be found across Asia – and 
leopard fossils have even been found in Japan.

Interesting fact: The sound of a lion’s roar can be 
heard from as far away as 8km.

Identifying features: A pelt that ranges from tawny to sandy 
brown. Adult males have manes varying in colour from tawny to 
black. The pattern of spots at the roots of the whiskers is unique 
to each individual.

LION (Panthera leo) 5

Identifying features: A golden coat that is covered in dark 
rosette-shaped marks. It is significantly heavier than the cheetah.

LEOPARD (Panthera pardus)

Identifying features: Grey skin that appears to be hairless. 
They have a square-shaped, wide mouth and a hump on their 
neck.

WHITE RHINOCEROS (Ceratotherium simum)

Identifying features: Covered with hair that can range from 
brownish to black in colour. Their horns form a question mark 
shape.

CAPE BUFFALO (Syncerus caffer)

5

5

5



Interesting fact: Cheetahs are the fastest land 
animals and can reach speeds of up to 120km/h.

Interesting fact: White lions are not albinos. Their 
colouring is due to a genetic mutation called leucism. 

Interesting fact: Some white tigers have 
sapphire-blue eyes.

Interesting fact: Siberian tigers are the largest cats in 
the world.

Identifying features: A tan pelt with black spots. Distinct 
black “tear” marks run from their inner eyes to their mouths.

CHEETAH (Acinonyx jubatus)

Identifying features: A pelt that ranges from blonde to 
white. Eyes, paw pads and lips are pigmented.

WHITE LION (Panthera leo)

Identifying features: A creamy white coat with grey or 
brown stripes and a pink nose.

WHITE BENGAL TIGER (Panthera tigris tigris)

Identifying features: A paler orange coat with brownish 
stripes and white fur around the neck area.

SIBERIAN TIGER (Panthera tigris altaica)
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Interesting fact: In their natural habitat, Bengal tigers 
are ardent swimmers.

Interesting fact: Clouded leopards have the longest 
canines relative to their size of any cat. They are 
sometimes described as “modern day sabre tooths”!

Interesting fact: Their colour is a result of a genetic 
mutation carried by both parents.

Interesting fact: The name Jaguar comes from the 
Native American word Yaguar, which means “he who kills 
with one leap”.

Identifying features: Coat colours are usually a warm 
shade of orange and brown with brown and black stripes.

BENGAL TIGER (Panthera tigris tigris)

Identifying features: Coat has “clouds” on it that look like 
ellipses partially edged in black. The inside of the “cloud” 
pattern is a darker colour than the background colour of the 
pelt.

CLOUDED LEOPARD (Neofelis nebulosa)

Identifying features: A black coat. Characteristic leopard 
spots can be seen when in direct sunlight.

BLACK LEOPARD (Panthera pardus)

Identifying features: A black pelt with dark rosettes that can 
be seen up close. 

BLACK JAGUAR (Panthera onca)
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Interesting fact: It can jump up to 2 metres in the air 
to attack a bird as it takes off from the ground. 

Interesting fact: The name Serval is derived from a 
Portuguese word meaning “wolf-deer”.

Interesting fact: Genets have retractable claws 
adapted to climbing and catching prey.

Interesting fact: Due to its reddish tinge, the Yellow 
Mongoose is also known as the Red Meerkat in certain 
areas. 

Identifying features: Grey, rusty or red fur patterned with 
dark spots. Has black tufts at the tips of its ears and a long white 
facial “ruff”. 

EURASIAN LYNX (Lynx lynx)

Identifying features: Pale yellow with different-sized darker 
spots. Tail has black rings and a black tip.

SERVAL (Leptailurus serval)

Identifying features: Dirty white to beige coat covered in 
dark spots. It has distinct white patches below the eyes. Tail is 
long and ringed black and white with a white tip.

GENET (Genetta genetta)

Identifying features: Coat is a reddish-yellow to a 
tawny-yellow colour. Tail has a very distinctive white tip.

YELLOW MONGOOSE (Cynictis penicillata)
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Interesting fact: The collective noun for a group of 
ground squirrels is a “dray” or “scurry”.

Interesting fact: When hippos lie in the sun they 
secrete an oily red substance, which gave rise to the myth 
that they sweat blood. The secretion is actually just a type 
of skin moistener and sunblock.

Interesting fact: The pygmy hippo has slightly webbed 
feet, which help it to walk on muddy river bottoms and up 
slippery banks. 

Identifying features: Brown to silvery body with 
reddish-brown spots along the back. Dark-ringed eyes.

SURICATE (Suricata suricatta)

Identifying features: Tawny yellow coat with a white stripe 
on both sides of its body. Two dark bands can be found on its 
tail.

CAPE GROUND SQUIRREL  (Xerus inauris)

Identifying features: A grey barrel-shaped body with short, 
stocky legs. 

HIPPOPOTAMUS (Hippopotamus amphibius)

Identifying features: The pygmy hippo looks similar to its 
cousin but is about a fifth of a normal hippopotamus’ weight. 
It has a narrower mouth and sleeker body. 

PYGMY HIPPO  (Hexaprotodon liberiensis)

Interesting fact: The Afrikaans name for the Suricate 
is Meerkat.
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Interesting fact: Unlike domesticated dogs, the paws 
of African Wild Dogs have four toes instead of five.

Interesting fact: Black-Backed Jackals make a 
repetitive and very distinctive yapping call when 
attacking in large groups.

Interesting fact: Their ears are able to pick up the 
movement of insects underground.

Interesting fact: It holds the title of having the largest 
ears in proportion to body size.

Identifying features: Has long legs and large, bat-like ears. 
Body is covered with fur made up of irregular patches of red, 
brown, black, yellow and white.

AFRICAN WILD DOG (Lycaon pictus)

Identifying features: Fox-like appearance with tan fur and a 
thick stripe of black and silver running down its back. Has a 
black, bushy tail.

BLACK-BACKED JACKAL  (Canis mesomelas)

Identifying features: Silver-grey fur with a bushy tail. Has 
bat-like facial features.

BAT-EARED FOX (Otocyon megalotis)

Identifying features: Massive ears. Fur is long, soft and 
sandy coloured. The thick, bushy tail is reddish with a black tip.

FENNEC FOX  (Vulpes zerda)
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Interesting fact: An aardwolf can lap up to 250,000 
termites in a single night with its long, sticky tongue. 

Identifying features: This striped, insectivorous member of 
the hyena family looks similar to a striped hyena, but is lighter in 
build. Weighs up to 15kg. 

AARDWOLF (Proteles cristata)

Interesting fact: The striped hyena is the smallest of 
the true hyenas. It is monogamous and known to feign 
death when attacked. 

Identifying features: Has black stripes on the sides of its 
pale grey or beige coat. Hair is long and shaggy aside from on 
face and limbs. A line of slightly longer hair runs from its head 
to its tail.

STRIPED HYENA (Hyaena hyaena)

Interesting fact: The brown hyena is a poor hunter,
but will often make feeble, frequently unsuccessful
attempts to catch any small animal it encounters.

Identifying features: Dark brown or slate-coloured coat
with striped brown and white legs. Adults possess a “mane” of
cream-coloured fur.

BROWN HYENA (Hyaena brunnea)
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Interesting fact: Males fight to gain the attention of 
females. Fights rarely end with serious injuries but they 
include horn locking, shoving and head-butting.

Identifying features: A thick, brown coat. Short, curved 
horns on its head. 

BISON (Bison bison)



Interesting fact: Prehistoric hunter-gatherers in 
Southern Africa revered the Eland. It features 
prominently in rock and cave art across the region.

Interesting fact: The Sable is a solitary and territorial 
animal. It uses the glands on its abdomen to clearly 
mark out its territory.

Interesting fact: It is adapted to life in hot, arid areas 
with temperature of up to 45°C and is able to extract 
water from fruit and vegetables. In such temperatures, it 
is able to produce extremely concentrated urine to 
reduce loss of body water.

Interesting fact: Like human fingerprints, every 
giraffe’s spots are distributed uniquely. Researchers can 
identify various giraffes by observing their individual spot 
patterns.

Identifying features: Coat is a smooth beige to orangey 
brown and at the tip of the tail is a tuft of black fur. Both males 
and females have a pair of tightly spiralled horns.

ELAND (Taurotragus oryx)

Identifying features: Coat is light brown, dark brown or 
black. A patch of lighter fur covers the throat.

SABLE ANTELOPE (Hippotragus niger)

Identifying features: Light yellowish-brown body with black 
and white markings on the face and legs. 

GEMSBOK (Oryx gazella)

Identifying features: Giraffes have a very long neck and 
legs. Their coat has a light yellowish or brownish colour with 
dark patches. 

GIRAFFE (Giraffe giraffe)
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Interesting fact: The myth of the unicorn may have 
originated from sightings of this antelope with a broken 
horn.

Interesting fact: The characteristic white ring on the 
rump helps the herd stay together when it flees from 
predators through dense bush.

Interesting fact: They look whiter than the Cape 
Mountain Zebras because their black stripes are narrower 
and more widely spaced.

Interesting fact: In the 2006 Asian Games in Doha, 
a Qatari oryx named "Orry" was chosen as the official 
mascot. The animal is also depicted on the tailfins of a 
famous airline.

Identifying features: A white coat with a red-brown chest 
and black markings on the forehead.

SCIMITAR-HORNED ORYX (Oryx dammah)

Identifying features: Coat varies from brown to grey. The 
long, spiral horns, present only on males, curve backward, then 
forward.

COMMON WATERBUCK (Kobus ellipsiprymnus)

Identifying features: Hartmann's Zebras have broad black 
stripes with an off-white, creamy colour between them.

Identifying features: Creamy white coat with a distinct 
shoulder bump, long, straight horns, and a tufted tail.

ARABIAN ORYX (Oryx leucoryx)
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HARTMANN’S MOUNTAIN ZEBRA (Equus zebra hartmannae)



Interesting fact: The Black Wildebeest is depicted on 
the coat of arms of the province of Kwa-Zulu Natal in 
South Africa.

Interesting fact: “Bles” comes from the Dutch term 
for “blaze”, which refers to the dash of white on its 
forehead.

Interesting fact: The red hartbeest is one of South 
Afrca’s fastest antelope and can reach speeds of 
55km/h. It runs in a zigzag fashion to evade predators.

Interesting fact: The Blue Wildebeest got its name 
from the blue sheen of its coat.

Identifying features: Also known as the White-Tailed Gnu, 
the black wildebeest is characterised by its white, long, 
horse-like tail. It also has a dark brown to black coat.

BLACK WILDEBEEST (Connochaetes gnou)

Identifying features: Colour varies from rich red-brown to 
fawn. The top of the nose and the forehead are black.

RED HARTEBEEST (Alcelaphus buselaphus)

Identifying features: Brown with a lighter coloured saddle 
on the back. A prominent white blaze on the face. Both females 
and males carry horns.

Identifying features: Coat ranges from bluish grey to light 
grey or even brown with a long black mane and a beard of hair 
hanging from the throat and neck. Males and females both 
grow curved horns.

BLUE WILDEBEEST (Connochaetes taurinus)

BLESBOK (Damaliscus pygargus phillipsi)
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Interesting fact: Impalas produce bark-like sounds to 
alert other members of the herd in the case of danger.

Interesting fact: The South African National Rugby 
team is known as the "Springboks". 

Interesting fact: They form monogamous couples 
(they mate for a lifetime).

Interesting fact: They greet one another by rubbing 
cheeks at social meetings.

Identifying features: Reddish-brown coat, white belly and 
black horizontal stripes down its sides. White face and brown 
lines that stretch from the eyes to the corners of the mouth.

SPRINGBOK (Antidorcas marsupialis)

Identifying features: Short, golden-brown or 
reddish-coloured coat. Chin, throat and belly are white and eyes 
are encircled with white hair.

STEENBOK (Raphicerus campestris)

Identifying features: Yellowish-grey to reddish-brown coat. 
Short and spiky horns.

KLIPSPRINGER (Oreotragus oreotragus)

Identifying features: Reddish or brown hair with black and 
white markings. White hair can be found in ears and around 
eyes.

IMPALA (Aepyceros melampus )
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Interesting fact: When danger starts to approach, 
the Suni freezes, remaining hidden until the threat is 
nearly on top of them, at which point it leaps up and 
dodges around bushes and shrubs, quickly vanishing 
into the undergrowth.

Identifying features: Light-brown to chestnut coat. White 
underparts and inner legs. Broad, rounded ears.

SUNI (Neotragus moschatus)

Interesting fact: Common duikers have been known 
to eat birds, reptiles and carrion in addition to browsing.  

Interesting fact: Blue duikers are monogamous and 
pairs remain together throughout the year.

Identifying features: Small antelope which ranges between 
fawn and grey in colour. Only the males have horns. 

GREY DUIKER (Sylvicapra grimmia)

Identifying features: A small antelope with a hunched back 
and grey in colour. Females are slightly larger than males. Up to 
5kg and 41cm at the shoulder. 

BLUE DUIKER (Philatomba monticola)

Interesting fact: Duiker means “diver” in Dutch, which 
refers to their practice of diving into tangles of shrubbery 
to escape threats.

Identifying features: Deep chestnut-red coat. Both sexes 
have short, straight horns.

RED DUIKER (Cephalophus natalensis)
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Interesting fact: Warthogs are so named because of 
the wart-like bumps on their large, elongated faces.

Interesting fact: A group of 50 Cape vultures can 
reduce the carcass of a sheep or impala to skin and 
bones in 20 minutes.

Identifying features: A creamy-coloured body with dark 
feathers. Head and neck are near-naked and eyes are yellowish.

CAPE VULTURE (Gyps coprotheres)

Identifying features: Grey to black in colour with a tail that 
stands upright when moving. Skin is covered in bristles and they 
have dark “manes”.

WARTHOG (Phacochoerus africanus)

Interesting fact: Unlike many other animals, males 
are fully responsible for building of the nest and care of 
the eggs and chicks after hatching.

Identifying features: Grey-brown plumage with dark 
patches on the neck and back. 

SOUTH AMERICAN RHEA  (Rhea americana)

Interesting fact: Ostriches don't hide their heads in 
the sand. They will lay their head on the ground if they 
sense danger. The colour of their head blends with the 
colour of the ground and it looks like it is hidden in the 
sand. 

Identifying features: Males are black and white in colour. 
Females and young are usually greyish, brownish and white.

OSTRICH (Struthio camelus)



Interesting fact: Relies on termites as a major food 
source.

Interesting fact: The absence of thick neck feathers 
allows the vulture to reach deep into a carcass without 
becoming dirty.

Identifying features: Dark brown with yellow beak and 
distinctive V-shaped tail.

YELLOW-BILLED KITE (Milvus migrans)

Identifying features: A whitish back with otherwise dark 
feathers. There are only down feathers on the head and neck.

WHITE-BACKED VULTURE (Gyps africanus)

Interesting fact: Often their body parts are sold on 
the traditional medicine markets due to a belief that 
vultures have magical properties.

Identifying features: Mostly dark feathers and easily 
identified by its bare pink head and large, fleshy folds of skin on 
the sides of its neck.

LAPPET-FACED VULTURE  (Torgos tracheliotos)

Interesting fact: Black-shouldered kites are able to 
hunt by hovering. Widespread in Africa and Asia, they 
are now expanding their range into Spain and Portugal. 

Identifying features: Pale grey feathers, except for a white 
head, black "shoulders" and wingtips. There is a black "comma" 
above each red eye.

BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE (Elanus caeruleus)
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Interesting fact: African grass owls live up to their 
name – they roost in the grass during the day, and even 
make tunnels in the vegetation.

Interesting fact: Eurasian eagle-owls can reach an 
age of 20 years in the wild. The oldest specimen in 
captivity lived for an amazing 68 years.

Identifying features: Upper parts are mottled tawny and 
dark. The combination of orange eyes and large ear tufts are 
distinctive. One of the world’s largest owls, its wing span can 
reach 188cm.

EURASIAN EAGLE-OWL (Bubo bubo)

Identifying features: Resembles the barn owl and has a 
heart-shaped whitish-cream face. The crown to the lower back 
and wings are a uniform sooty blackish-brown, with small white 
and greyish spots.

AFRICAN GRASS OWL (Tyto capensis)

Interesting fact: Their legs aren’t actually white – they 
defecate on their own legs as a way of regulating their 
body temperature and their faeces is a creamy-white 
colour.

Identifying features: Dark-grey coloured wings with a white 
underside. Neck is featherless and pink. A pink “pouch” hangs 
from the neck. 

MARABOU STORK (Leptoptilos crumenifer)

Interesting fact: Spotted eagle-owls love bathing and 
during summer thunderstorms they can be seen on trees 
with wings outspread. 

Identifying features: One of the smallest eagle-owls, this 
species has mottle, dusky brown upper parts with off white lower 
parts. Eyes are yellow.

SPOTTED EAGLE-OWL (Bubo africanus)



Interesting fact: The blue crane is the national bird of 
South Africa.

Interesting fact: The crowned crane is the national 
bird of Uganda.

Identifying features: Pale blue to grey in colour. Large 
head, thick neck and long wing feathers that trail behind it and 
are often mistaken for tail feathers.

BLUE CRANE (Anthropoides paradiseus)

Identifying features: Mainly grey body. Wings are 
predominantly white, but contain feathers with a range of 
colours. The head has a crown of golden feathers and there is a 
red inflatable sac on its neck. 

CROWNED CRANE (Balearica regulorum)

Interesting fact: Flamingos carry out fascinating 
courtship displays by dancing, stretching their necks and 
grooming their wings at the same time. 

Identifying features: Largest and palest of all the flamingo 
species. Has red shoulders and black-tipped wings. 

GREATER FLAMINGO (Phoenicopterus roseus)

Interesting fact: Warthogs sometimes encourage 
hornbills to eat the ticks off their backs.

Identifying features: Black body with bare patches of red 
skin around the eyes and an air sac around the throat.

GROUND HORNBILL (Bucorvus leadbeateri)
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Interesting fact: Unusually for birds, swans have 
“teeth” – jagged edges to their bills used for catching fish.

Identifying features: White with a black neck. A red knob 
can be found at the base of the beak.

BLACK-NECKED SWAN (Cygnus melancoryphus)

Interesting fact: The figurative term “swan song” 
comes from the ancient Greek belief that a swan sang a 
song of death when it died.

Identifying features: Dark body with white feather tips on its 
wings and bright red eyes. The bill is orange-red with a white 
band near the tip.

BLACK SWAN (Cygnus atratus)

Interesting fact: The name “mute” is derived from 
the fact that they are quiet during flight.

Identifying features: This beautiful bird is usually identified 
by a black knob at the base of its bill. The mute swan has a 
gracefully curved S-shaped neck and an orange bill. 

MUTE SWAN (Cygnus olor)

Interesting fact: As their name suggests, their call 
sounds like a trumpet.

Identifying features: Pure white all over with black from the 
corners of their eyes to the end of their bills.

TRUMPETER SWAN (Cygnus buccinator)
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Interesting fact: “Whistling” does not refer to the call 
of the bird, but rather to the sound the bird’s powerful 
wings make in flight.

Identifying features: Tundra Swans have entirely white 
plumage. The bill is mostly black and usually has a yellow spot 
at the base. The legs and feet are black. 

TUNDRA/WHISTLING SWAN (Cygnus columbianus)

Interesting Fact: The expression "cry crocodile tears" is 
based on a true fact. Crocodiles produce tears when they 
eat because they swallow a lot of air. This air reacts with 
their lachrymal glands (glands that produce tears) and 
moisture flows from their eyes.

Identifying features: Pale yellow with black stripes when 
young but dark greenish-drab coloured as adults. 

NILE CROCODILE (Crocodylus niloticus)

Interesting Fact: The name “anaconda” isn’t South 
American at all – it originated in Sri Lanka. How it came 
to be used for the world’s heaviest snakes on the other 
side of the world is a mystery.

Identifying features: The smaller cousin of the green 
anaconda, the yellow anaconda is golden in colour covered with 
dark brown patches. Large females can reach 4.6m. Constrictor 
and therefore non-venomous.

YELLOW ANACONDA (Eunectes notaeus)

Interesting Fact: The black mamba can raise as much 
as 40% of its body off the ground. It can reach a 
maximum speed of 16km/hour – so yes, a human can 
outrun one. 

Identifying features: A highly venomous, slender snake, 
ranging from gunmetal grey to olive brown in colour with a 
coffin-shaped head, It can reach lengths of 3 metres.

BLACK MAMBA (Dendroaspis polylepis)
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Interesting Fact: Venomous and extremely dangerous. 
Can affect breathing. Immediate hospitalisation and 
anti-venom is required. 

Identifying features: Varies in colour from near-black to 
dark or light brown, beige, yellow or speckled. 

CAPE COBRA (Naja nivea)

Interesting Fact: Unlike true cobras, rinkhals are 
ovoviviparous – they give birth to live young.

Identifying features: What looks like a cobra but isn’t a true 
cobra? A rinkhals – a dark coloured elapid capable of spitting 
venom into the eyes of a human. Common in grassland areas.

RINKHALS (Hemachatus haemachatus)

Interesting Fact: It is the largest true cobra species, 
reaching 3.1 metres. Bites are not common, but should 
always be considered a medical emergency.

Identifying features: Widespread across Africa. In the 
eastern and southern part of its range, this extremely venomous 
snake is brownish black in colour with a pale cream belly, 
heavily speckled with black or brown.

FOREST COBRA (Naja melanoleuca)

Interesting Fact: Venomous. One of the most 
dangerous snakes in South Africa, it can spray venom 
into the eyes, causing blindness.

Identifying features: The head is distinct from the neck with 
a broad temporal area. The colour is light to dark brown or 
olive with some scales edged in black.

MOZAMBIQUE SPITTING COBRA (Naja mossambica)
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Interesting Fact: Mildy venomous. Not deadly to 
humans. 

Identifying features: Greyish to olive-grey in colour but can 
be quite dark. The head is usually darker than the body and 
there may be white speckles on the body.  

Interesting Fact: Highly venomous  with potent 
cytotoxic venom. This snake is responsible for more bites 
than any other species in South Africa.

Identifying features: This bulky, slow-moving snake has a 
lightning fast strike. Its body is covered with brown or 
reddish-brown bands, giving it superb camouflage. 

PUFF ADDER (Bitis arietans)
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RED-LIPPED SNAKE (Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia)



If you ask one of our field guides how many rhinos we have on the Rhino and Lion Nature 
Reserve, they will explain that they can’t tell you. That’s because rhinos everywhere are 
under siege by poachers, and for their safety, we must keep their exact number secret. 

Our rhinos have to be under constant armed guard by anti-poaching specialists because of 
the global rhino-poaching epidemic. The slaughter reached a peak in 2015, with 1,349 
rhinos poached across Africa. Thankfully, the rate of poaching is decreasing, but we are still 
losing an average of two rhinos every single day. In August 2019, South Africa’s 
Department of Environmental Affairs announced that 318 rhinos had been poached in the 
first six months of the year.

The horns of the rhinos on our reserve have been treated and are not fit for human 
consumption. Human consumption you say? Yup. One of the reasons poaching has 
increased so drastically over the last decade is the ill-informed belief that rhino horn can 
cure a series of maladies, from cancer to impotence. This is completely false and rhinos are 
being needlessly slaughtered because of human ignorance and greed. Rhino horns are 
made from keratin – that’s the same substance that makes up our own hair and nails. The 
belief that they have some sort of magical healing property is baseless and has scientifically 
been proven to be false. Consuming rhino horn is about as helpful as biting one’s own 
nails.

The rhinos in our reserve are all Southern White Rhinos, a species which was on the brink 
of extinction in the 1950s with less than 100 individuals left in South Africa. Operation Rhino 
was launched in the Hluhluwe iMfolozi Park, the oldest proclaimed nature reserve in Africa. 
Using pioneering techniques, white rhinos were relocated to reserves around the rest of 
South Africa. It was so successful that by 2010, South Africa was home to 90% of the rhinos 
in Africa. 

The Rhino and Lion Nature Reserve is passionate about the welfare and conservation of our 
rhinos. You too can be a change agent and supporter of the rhinos by giving to accredited 
rhino charities, raising awareness about our rhinos and educating people about rhino 
poaching and the importance of conservation. 

Rhino Conservation

FUN FACT: 22 September is World Rhino Day. It falls just two days before South Africa’s 
National Heritage Day on 24 September, which is appropriate because rhinos, along with the 
other precious wildlife species on our reserve, are a vital part of our collective heritage. 
Rhinos can’t speak for themselves, but we can – so please tell all your friends and family 
about how special they are, and why they matter so much.
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Thank you for visiting

See you again soon

Follow us on social media

Tel: (011) 957 0349 / 0106 / 0109
www.rhinolion.co.za


